Program – Agency:

East Texas Wetlands Program (ETWP) – Ducks Unlimited (DU), Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD), US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Landowner Requirements: 

Private landowners who want to restore or enhance wetlands and their associated upland habitats for wetland-dependent wildlife on their property are eligible for ETWP.

Lands Eligible:

Eligible lands include forested wetlands, riparian areas, emergent wetlands, moist soil areas, harvested croplands, and waterfowl food plots. Projects must involve at least:

1)      10 acres of shallow water (6–18 in) wetland habitat

2)      20 acres of bottomland hardwood restoration, or

     3)      25 acres of a combination of wetland and hardwood habitat

Agreement Length:

10 years for hydrology restoration/enhancement, 30 years for reforestation projects

Benefits:

Technical assistance and up to 50% cost-share payments for practices listed below are available for up to $15,000.  The maximum cost-share can be raised to $30,000 if:

1)      The agreement is 15 years or longer, and

2)      The cost to ETWP is < $150 per acre.

Acceptable Practices:

Cost-share is available for hydrology restoration, reforestation, plant propagation, vegetation management, site preparation, fencing for grazing control, wood duck nest boxes, and conservation agreements.  Shallow water areas should maintain surface water from at least November 1 through March 1 for most projects.  ETWP representatives must be allowed on the property to inspect and evaluate the project.

Prohibited Practices:

Disturbance in and around projects in winter should be minimized to protect migratory wildlife values.  ETWP recommends hunting be limited to no more than 3 mornings per week during the hunting season.

